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penance, God appeared before her and told her that once in
twelve years in the month of Masi, Bagirathi river will also join
Kaveri, she will then be known as Akanda Kaveri. He also
added that before the river joins the ocean, the waters of the
Ganga with those of the Kaveri would merge for one whole day
in Srirangam in Chandra pushkarini and for another whole day
at Thirukkudanthai in Sankha theertham and for the third day
in Pundarika pushkarini in Thillai Thiruchitrakutam. After co-
existing for three days, the river would be known as Dakshina
Gangai. This event would occur once in 12 years and that
ocasion would be celebrated as Mahamakham. All the devas
and people will vie with each other to have a dip in the holy
waters on that day and rid themselves of all their sins.
Meantime, Kavera Raja and his wife who undertook a
theertha yatra after 12 years reached Chola Nadu. They met
group of pilgrims going for Mahamakham. From them, they
learnt about the greatness of their daughter Kaveri who had
become a river. The King along with his wife went to the banks
of Kaveri. Their daughter appeared in their dreams at night
and advised them that if their desire to attain moksha was to
be fulfilled, they should go to the Thillaivanam which was on
the northern side of the Kaveri sangamam and they repeat the
ashtakshara mantram and pray sincerely to Perumal who will
fulfil their wish. Accordingly, the King and the Queen reached
Thillaivanam. There God was pleased with their prayers and
granted them their wish. It is said that God appeared before the
King even as he was doing his sankalpam uttering the names
Govinda Govinda. Hence when the Perumal appeared before
the King, the King addressed Him as Gopvindaraja. Hence it
is that the Perumal in His Archa form at Thillai Thiruchitra
kutam is known as Govindarajja. In response to the prayers of
Kavera Raja, God agreed to staiy on in the same place and give
dharshan to the numerous devotees.
Yet another story connected with this divya desam relates
to the incident when Perumal acted as the Sabanayaka and
watched the dancing contest between Siva and Kali. One day,
in Kailasa, Lord Siva was lost in the admiration of the beauty
of God Vishnu and the greatness of His qualities. Out of his